Zidovudine removal during plasma exchange.
Pharmacokinetics of zidovudine (azidothymidine, AZT) were investigated after oral administration (300 mg every 8 hours) in a human immunodeficiency virus seropositive patient who was also treated with plasma exchange (60 ml/kg). Plasma AZT concentrations were measured using high performance liquid chromatography assay. Plasma exchange clearances reached 1-3.8% of the total clearance. The fraction of AZT removed from separated plasma accounted for only 1% of the administered dose. The contribution of plasma exchange to the elimination of AZT appears to be negligible. Solely on the basis of AZT pharmacokinetic data, no particular dose adjustment appears to be necessary in patients treated with multiple plasma exchanges.